Squash Reports
Devon Closed Masters Squash Championships 
Oct 2012
The Devon Closed Masters Squash Championships were held this weekend at the Devon and Exeter Squash and Racketball Club with Men’s competitions at over 35, over 45, over 55 and over 65 with three new Champions successful.  Unfortunately the event clashed with a Ladies’ Inter-County match and there were no events for the Ladies.
In the Men’s over 65 competition semi-finals Chris Boumphrey (Tiverton) beat Donald McKay (Torquay) in three close games while David Hughes (D&E) had an easier victory in  straight games over fellow Welsh international David Jones (D&E) who was hampered by a knee injury.  In the final Chris Boumphrey won a close first game against David Hughes but was then dominant in the 2nd and 3rd games to become the new Devon Champion by a score of  10/8 9/0 9/2. 

In the Men’s over 55 competition semi-finals the reigning champion Peter Reeve (Paignton) beat Guy Davies (Dartington) in straight games and Brian Sherrell (D&E) beat Sam Balsdon (Dartington) also in straight games.  In the final Peter Reeve lost the first game to Brian Sherrell but won the next three games convincingly to become Devon Champion for the 3rd year running by a score of 7/9 9/0 9/3 9/3. 
In the Men’s over 45 competition semi-finals Australian Andy Street (D&E) who was champion two years ago beat Daren Owen (Torquay) in straight games and Nick Dart (Cumberland Club) beat international hockey player Robbie Brown (Exeter G&CC) also in straight games.  In the final Nick Dart, who had travelled from London to play in the tournament, won an extremely close first game against Andy Street and then went on to become new Devon Champion by a score of 10/8 9/5 9/2.
In the Men’s over 35 competition semi-finals Christian Turner (D&E) beat North Devon’s Kevin Ellicott (D&E) in straight games while in an all North Devonian match Peter Whiteley (D&E) beat Matt Baker (D&E) by three games to one.  In the final Christian Turner became Devon Champion for the first time by beating Peter Whiteley in three games by a score of 11/4 11/7 11/7.
In the Plate for first time losers, the over 35 and over 65 competitions were not contested but in the over 45 section Nigel Wilson (Torquay) beat Jon Newey in straight games 9/2 9/4 9/2 in a match of long rallies. Interestingly Nigel and Jon were cheered on by their sons who are both members of the Devon under 13 team.  Chris Boumphrey had entered the over 55 competition as well as the over 65 and in his fourth match of the day was beaten in the over 55 Plate Final by a slightly sprightlier David Mudge (D&E) in straight games 9/4 9/3 9/3.  

NB.  Note on the scoring systems which follow the systems used in the respective Inter-County championships.  The Men over 35 play point-a-rally (PAR) to 11 with 2 clear points needed to win at 10-10.  The Men over 45, over 55 and over 65 pay the traditional British system of hand-in hand-out to 9 with a choice of playing to 9 or 10 at 8-8.
Captions for photographs 
Large group:- left to right – Jon Newey, Peter Whiteley, Christian Turner, David Mudge, Peter Reeve, Chris Boumphrey, Nick Dart, Brian Sherrell, Nigel Wilson, David Hughes.

Three players with trophies:-  “Devon Masters Champions”  Christian Turner, Peter Reeves, Nick Dart.  Absent Chris Boumphrey.
Inter-County Boys under 13 match.

In Stage 1 of the Inter-County Championship played on a regional basis Devon Boys under 13 team played against South East Wales, Gloucestershire and Dorset at Wycliffe College near Stroud.   Devon beat Dorset 5 – 0 and Gloucestershire 4 – 1 but lost to a very strong South East Wales team 0 – 5 although the top three matches were closely contested. The Devon team of Tom Lammonby, Jack Newey, Kane Wilson, Tom Watkinson and Luke Jefferson ended up 2nd behind SE Wales.  

